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Abstract  
Cultural landscape has increased the demand for tourism in local and international level. Homestay Programme is one 
of community based tourism that applies cultural landscape concept in tourism destinations. However, the current 
Homestay Programme needs further attention and development strategies due to challenges in conservation and 
urbanization. The objective of this paper is to identify concept of cultural landscape in tourism and its relationship 
with tourism industry. This paper will hopefully lead to an assessment on preservation of cultural landscape through 
tourism industry and give better understanding to future generations. 
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1.0 Introduction 
In recent years, the cultural landscape concept has become one of the key products to promote tourism 
sector towards a sustainable development. In tourism development, the value and attraction of space are 
important to maintain and preserve the natural landscape, cultural beauties, and assets. According to The 
World Commission on Economic Development (WCED), sustainable development is a “development that 
meets the needs for the present without compromising the ability  for future generations to meet their own 
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needs." The definitions are discussed in detail according to a few principles. The first principle is 
environmental sustainability to maintain the ecological processes, biological diversity and biological 
resources. Furthermore, the other principle is social and cultural sustainability to maintain  social and 
cultural identity in tourism sites. Finally, the last principle discussed is the economic sustainability. 
Economic sustainability is important to help the efficiency of economy and to support future generations. 
Nowadays, the world is facing serious issues which are  security, climate change, energy, increasing 
unemployment and food prices, a growing rich-poor gap at both international and national levels, and an 
increasing number of natural and man-made disasters (Abdel Hadi, 2012). 
The concept of sustainability has been used to preserve the limited resources due to rapid increase in 
population and tourism development. The tourism development has increased the standard of living 
among all countries, but tourism also has a negative impact on the environment including cultural 
landscape.  In general, tourists visit the areas with good facilities, attractive, functional, clean and not 
polluted. Tourism can also maintain the cultural landscape for better environment quality. In order to 
maintain the natural environment, the practices among local communities is important  to encourage 
better  practices rather than preventing bad practices. Moreover, the cultural landscape is a  product to 
develop the tourism sector. Nowadays, tourists tend to visit and explore the cultural elements in other 
countries to get a better knowledge and experience. The tourists also want to explore and experience the 
local lifestyle in villages. From these reason, governmental bodies have to take advantage to promote the 
Homestay Programme activities to preserve the cultural landscape in tourism sites. Landscape is not just 
people seeing the area, but the way people interpret the place and experience the cultural elements in it. 
This paper presents a synthesis of studies from mid-1990s to 2013 on cultural landscapes in tourism. 
This paper starts with defining the concept of cultural landscape followed by a discussion between two 
concept models. The two models are Carl O. Sauer's Model and Zube's Model. This paper also explains 
cultural landscape approach for conservation in several agencies including World Heritage Community, 
United States National Park Services, European and Australian government. Furthermore, cultural 
landscapes approach for sustainable tourism in several countries is explained to give better understanding 
about cultural landscape in tourism development. Finally, this paper explains the concept of Community-
Based Tourism (CBT) and relationship between cultural landscape and Homestay Programmes. The 
significance and benefits of cultural landscape study in Malaysia are also discussed in this paper.  
2.0 Methodology 
Literature review was based on different disciplines including cultural landscape, cultural tourism, 
community based tourism, sustainable tourism, landscape conservation and environmental geography. 
Computerised searches were conducted using online databases from UNESCO, SAGE, Science Direct, 
JSTOR and Taylor. Cultural landscape, cultural tourism, Homestay Programme, sustainable tourism and 
tourism development were the keywords to guide this paper.  
The literature that related to this study were selected to give a reflective understanding about cultural 
landscape and tourism development. The journals were selected in this paper published in 1900 to 2013. 
The review highlights the cultural landscape preservation in tourism.  
3.0 Literature Review 
3.1 Concept of cultural landscape  
The term cultural landscape has been used by different disciplines in different ways, according to  
practitioners in different disciplines (Jones, 1988). Vidal de la Blache also saw geography as studying 
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small homogeneous areas, popularly recognised in France as “ pays ” in 1899. In addition, he formulated 
the theory of possibilism. Possibilism explains that the environment is not what people will become, but 
the environment offers opportunities for people to be what they want to be. He developed this 
geographical approach as a reaction to a more traditional way of thinking, which is  as environmental 
determinism. He argued that the limits set by nature and humans act within the range of possibilities, 
according to the traditional way of living In Mediterranean Basin, Naveh (1995) stressed that cultural 
landscapes is “A tangible meeting point between nature and mind." The central idea of his description is 
the notion of culture that includes landscape ecology which covers from the physical, biological, and 
ecological realms of  natural sciences to the sociological, anthropological, psychological, philosophical 
and historical realms. O’ Hare (1997) discussed that the cultural landscape theory and practice are 
necessary to construct a method in urban design. Moreover, O’Hare explains that cultural geographic 
methods can  be integrated into cultural landscape studies to understand cultural landscape. He also 
explains that the characteristics of cultural landscape through various sources will be explained more by 
the human perceptions.  Nowadays, many people see the term 'cultural landscape' in different ways. They 
view landscape as a ‘sense of place’ that they cannot explain with their eyes. Landscape is a way of 
seeing and explain it with our mind, not only what we see (Taylor,2007). 
The concept of cultural landscape was first used by the German geographer Friedrich Ratzel in 1895. 
He explains that landscape is formed and influenced by human activity. The concept followed by  the 
North American geographer, Carl Sauer (1925). Sauer stated that: “Culture is the agent, the natural area is 
the medium, the cultural landscape the result” (Sauer, in Ingerson, 2003b). He points out that cultural 
landscape is changing because of alteration in landscape by humans over time. He also stated that ‘the 
cultural landscape is fashioned out of a natural landscape by a  group.' He refers to landscape as a 








Fig. 1. Carl O. Sauer’ model of cultural landscape concept (1925) 
The second model that discusses the concept of cultural landscape is Zube’s Model. Zube’s Model 
(1982) is based on human and landscape interaction. His model considers humans and landscapes existing 
in a situation of mutual influence that affects the character and quality of the other. The interaction 








Fig. 2. Model of Perception Zube(1982) 
436   Puteri Yuliana Samsudin and Nor Zarifah Maliki /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  170 ( 2015 )  433 – 441 
From these two models, I agree with Sauer that the cultural landscape changed because of human and 
landscape activities. Moreover, culture is the main element that nurtures the natural environment. 
Community is the subject that forms the cultural landscape in the area. If local communities do not 
practice the cultural element in their daily lifestyle, the originality of villages will be less appreciated. In 
this paper, I will argue on the relationship between cultural landscape and tourism development. 
3.2 Concept of Homestay Programme. 
The Community-based tourism (CBT) concept was used a long time ago to boost the rural 
development, both in developed countries such as Ireland (Storey, 2004) and developing countries such as 
Brazil (Honey, 2008). The CBT is a tourism that is closely related to nature, culture and local custom. It is 
designed to attract the tourist market that needs authentic experiences, enhancing community 
development, poverty alleviation and conservation (Equation, 2008:62). The demands for community-
based tourism is based on the access to the rural area, better private mobility, more leisure time, fresh air 
and active pastimes (Ibrahim,2004).  
In 1988, Homestay Programme was introduced by The Ministry of Arts, Culture, and Tourism 
(MOCAT). The main objective of Homestay Programme  is to offer accommodation to the tourists and 
discover the local, cultural and natural lifestyle (Kayat, 2009; Jabil et. Al, 2011). Through this 
programme, tourists will have the opportunity to get experience with friendly host families.  Tourists will 
enjoy the many experiences  in villages, practice how to cook traditional cuisine, learn the Malay customs 
and various traditional games and activities of the Malay community (Ministry of Tourism Malaysia, 
2011). MOCAT has established guidelines to assist planning, especially in the aspects of health and 
security. Homestay Programme is situated in rural areas, where tourists will accommodate, be entertained 
by the cultural performances and traditional activities and have meals with their adoptive families 
(Aminudin and Jamal, 2006). There are 227 villages and 2,984 operators were involved in Homestay 
Programme until May 2010 (Ministry of Tourism Malaysia, 2010).  
According to Liu (2006), Homestay Programme facing problems to attract local community to 
participate in the programme. There is a  lack of responsibility among the  local community, because they 
do not have knowledge about  the tourism activities. The key success factors in Homestay Programme is 
leadership and commitment (Amran & Zainab, 2009; Yahaya & Abdul Rasid, 2010). 
The Homestay Programme activity is one of the community based tourism that offers tourists to 
explore the cultural and natural landscape during their vacation. The issue for cultural landscape in the 
tourism industry  is its sustainability and knowledge among the local communities. According to Cultural 
Landscape in Mongolian Tourism, cultural geographers such as Salter (1971), Crang (1998) , and Claval 
(1998) refer from the idea of Vidal de la Blanche on cultural landscape and noted that many cultural 
landscapes are already foci for tourism (2004: 24).  
3.3 Cultural landscape approaches for conservation 
In general, there are several agencies that apply different approaches to preserve the cultural landscape 
concepts. The approaches tend to protect the natural environment and cultural heritage. The agencies that 
apply the approaches include the World Heritage advisory bodies, the United States National Park 
Services, and European and Australian governments. In December 1992, cultural landscape concepts have 
been recognised by World Heritage Committee as a category of site in the World Heritage Convention’s 
operational guidelines. The guideline explains three categories of World Heritage. The first category is 
landscape that is clearly defined, designed and created by people (garden and parklands for aesthetic 
reasons). The second category explains the organically evolved landscape. The landscape has two 
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subcategories that are relict (or fossil) landscape and continuing landscape which retains an active role in 
society. The final category is an associative landscape that includes the religious, artistic, cultural 
associations of natural elements rather than material cultural evidence (Ceccarelli and Rossler, 2003). 
According to the categories above, a governing body may be used as a guideline to maintain the cultural 
landscape and physical environment at  tourism sites. Moreover, these categories will help the social 
community to preserve the cultural elements at the tourism sites. The European Landscape Convention 
(ELC) approach is quite similar to the World Heritage Convention, but the difference is that it covers all 
landscapes and does not deal with historical monuments as separate entities. Moreover, the ELC tends to 
protect, manage and plan rules for all landscapes based on the set of principles, rather than to draw a list 
of assets of outstanding universal value. 
According to National Park Service (NPS)(1988), landscape has been recognised as a  resource and 
has to be protected with significant historical, archaeological, design and ethnographic values. Moreover, 
in 1988, the NPS has prepared a  resource guideline for managing cultural landscapes in the national park 
system. The NPS has expanded to develop two tools for research and planning for cultural landscape in 
mid 1990s. The guideline includes the cultural landscapes inventory (CLI) which provides information on 
the historical development, location, landscape characteristics and associated features and management of 
cultural landscapes. The other tool is the Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) for cultural landscape 
management. The NPS also published a manual for writing CLR in 1999 (Page, Gilbert and Dolan, 1998). 
Moreover, the NPS has established the Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation in 1992 to protect and 
preserve the cultural landscape. The centre associated with  national parks, universities, government 
agencies, and non-profit organisations to support for better planning, landscape research and education. In 
1998, the NPS established the Conservation Study Institute (CSI) to develop new tools and strategies for 
conservation and protection of the cultural landscape. The vision  of this institute is to maintain the 
natural and cultural heritage in defining a sense of place and role of community in the city.   
In Australia, the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) is a professional 
association that aims to conserve cultural heritage places around the world. In 1965, ICOMOS was 
founded in Warsaw as a result of the Venice Charter of 1964. Burra Charter was adopted by Australia 
ICOMOS (the Australian National Committee of ICOMOS) on 19 August 1979 at Burra, South Australia. 
The Charter provides a guideline for conservation and management of cultural heritage places and is 
based on the knowledge and experience of Australia ICOMOS members. The Charter sees monuments 
not just as materials, but as meaning from their historical context. The use of the term 'place' rather than 
'monument' or 'site' is used to promote the setting of an item. The need for conservation plans and 
understanding of the significance of a place  is important to enrich people’s lives, provide a deep and 
inspirational sense of connection to community and landscape to the past and to lived  experiences.  
3.4 Preserving the cultural landscape in tourism 
Cultural landscape for sustainable tourism is a new strategy to develop the tourism industry. According 
to United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (2005), the concept of 
cultural landscape in tourism does not yet appear to have any documentation follow up. However,in 
tourism destinations, tourists are attracted to natural landscapes such as scenery, wildlife and the 
environment (Newsome, Moore and Dowling, 2002). Moreover, tourists are attracted to cultural heritage, 
including customs, traditional dance, arts, architecture  and food. There are commercial products that 
include separate components based on cultural attractions and natural landscapes. (Buckley 2000; Fennell 
1999). Previously, there were several studies on cultural landscape for sustainable tourism. There are 
academic researchers in different countries that discuss the relationship between cultural landscape and 
tourism. The countries that apply cultural landscape for tourism industry are Mongolia, Brazil and South 
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Australia. In the studies, most of the researchers and authors explain that tourism is a way of people 
seeing and experiencing the activities during their vacations. Tourists will explore the uniqueness of the 
tourism site and interpret the natural surrounding that they have experienced.   
From a previous study on ‘Cultural Landscape in Mongolian Tourism’ (Buckley, 2007), the cultural 
landscape consists of four main elements which are steppes, herds, horses, and gers. All of these elements 
are  important for cultural landscapes in Mongolia. The elements are related to each other, and the 
Mongolian people also rely on the elements. Cultural landscapes in Mongolian region include natural 
environment, human features serve as the primary attraction, icon marketing image, and core tourism 
experience (Buckley,2004;2007). In this context of use, it appears that the cultural landscape of the 
Mongolian steppes is associated with the Mongolian area.  As local communities appreciate their heritage 
and are alert to preserve and earn from it, they are interested to present cultural landscapes as destinations. 
Furthermore, the industry is looking for new and different destinations to offer tourists, and an 
opportunity to present an area as a cultural landscape, involving interpretation and involvement. For all 
these reasons, cultural landscape is a concept which could have potential in tourism  and deserves further 
investigation accordingly. 
Another country that applies the cultural landscapes concept in tourism industry is Brazil. Recently, 
within the globalization and urbanization, the pantanal recognized a new function of organic beef 
production. This multi-functionality of Pantanal rural space has noted the  importance of economic and 
rural development. The opportunity for additional income to be  in rural and eco-tourism in both 
traditional and modern cattle farms have taken to this action. Governmental bodies  have been created to 
maintain the biodiversity, traditional genetic resources and local culture. Although tourists value the 
elements of regional identity and preservation of natural and cultural attributes of the southern pantanal, 
new landscapes are created in a process that involves greater rationalization of tourist space. 
The other academic research on cultural landscape for tourism is in Barossa Valley, South Australia 
(Leader-Elliot,2005). This study views the Barossa’s image as a vineyard and wine glass. Every image in 
Barossa has many stories behind it, include the collective myth and history of the region. The Barossa 
Valley hanging is one example of ways that communities can convey layers of meanings from their own 
cultural landscapes. According to Leader-Elliott (2004) in her book ‘Creating the Barossa in Fabric’ , she 
complements the artwork and looking at visitors' experience of the Barossa by linking the stories from the 
hanging with the stories of the areas described in it. Local community participation tends to express 
alternative views of their own cultural landscapes and strengthen the community’s sense of identity. 
Suvantola (2002:181) stated that the experience of a place is much more intense when it is found by the 
traveller, ‘lived’ rather than ‘seen.'  
In Malaysia, cultural landscape concept has beenrecognized a few decades ago, but not clearly defined 
by practitioners and academicians. The cultural landscape conservation and preservation is gaining 
attention from the governmental and non-governmental bodies. The National Conservation Symposium 
Organized by FRIM (Forest Research Institute Malaysia, web source), in May (Empam, 2013), discussed 
the strategies towards a sustainable heritage management. Zin (2013) stated that the rural cultural 
landscape has the potential to maintain the national heritage. He explained that the National Landscape 
Department has never beeninvolved in heritage conservation. Nowadays, due to rapid growth in 
population and urbanization, the rural cultural landscape will disappear and there will be a lack of 
knowledge in managing the rural cultural landscape. He also argued that the governmental bodies should 
take action to develop strategies for preserving, managing and developing cultural landscapes (Ahmad, 
2013). 
In recent years, a few studies on cultural landscape have been published in Malaysia, but the number 
of publication is very little. Academic researchers of cultural landscape in Malaysia in early 20th century 
studied cultural landscape as a natural landscape that was colonized by human societies (Mahmud, 2004, 
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p.26) and perspective of the cultural landscape (Abdullah, 2011). Abdullah (2011) studied on perception 
on the human settlement, mountainous and coastal landscape. He also explains the threats to the cultural 
landscape from socio-economic development (Ahmad, 2013). 
For the past few years, several academic researchers in Malaysia have discussed and explored the 
cultural landscape concept. The cultural landscape research includes the potential, perception and 
interpretation of cultural landscapes (Mohamed, 1995; Longuet, 2007; Mohd. Ariffin, 2007; Shuib, 2008; 
Maliki, 2008; Ahmad, 2013). According to the research on community's attitude towards tourism 
development (Mohamed, 1995), she found that although the awareness among  local community was 
high, but the appreciation of the cultural landscape is very low. 
3.5 Significance of cultural landscape study in Malaysia 
Cultural landscape in tourism has been used previously in a foreign country, but in Malaysia, the use 
and knowledge of the cultural term is not much understood. Homestay programme is a part of tourism 
product that encourages the rural community to get involved in the tourism industry and get interaction 
between the natural environment and culture. In the Ninth Malaysia Plan (2006-2010), the Malaysian 
Government has allocated RM40 million and RM10million to upgrade the infrastructure and facilities for 
all the Homestays that are  in the programme (Fariza, 2009).  
The cultural landscape study will benefit to youth in villages. Cultural landscape will encourage youths 
to gain knowledge and preserve the cultural elements in the Homestay Programme. Cultural landscape 
includes the scenic, economic, ecological, social, recreational, and educational opportunities to help local 
communities to understand better. It is the responsibility of everyone to protect the nation of cultural 
landscapes. The cultural activities will encourage tourists and youths to learn how to dance, sing, cook 
traditional cuisine, play traditional sports and games, participate in religious activities, cultural 
ceremonies and experience the nearby tourism sites such as waterfalls, landscapes, and eco-tourism 
locations. The perceptions of tourists and local communities will improve the quality of life and deepens a 
sense of place and identity for future generations. 
Homestay Programme activities will be able to promote and share the national aspiration which is to 
increase the spirit of integration by promoting intra-cultural interaction in Malaysia. In the Malaysian 
Rural Tourism Master Plan, the government  aims to increase the participation of the community in the 
tourism industry. This study of cultural landscape will help the local community especially youths to 
participate in the tourism industry and preserve the cultural landscape for future generations. 
4.0 Discussion 
The results in this reviews indicate that cultural landscape is important towards a sustainable tourism. 
Recently, the cultural landscape has been used to develop the tourism industry mostly in developing 
countries. The cultural elements in Homestay programme are the key aspects that can help the local 
community to learn, receive information, and practice cultural landscape in their daily lifestyle. This 
programme mostly involves old villagers that know the history and cultural element from the pastimes. 
Traditional knowledge is important for the youth to know the history from their parents. Some forms of 
cultural elements and history can be  through rituals, stories, songs, legends, traditional performances and 
idioms. Smith (1999) is a British geographer in social theories, and describes that people are not 
interested to participate in any activity because of lack of information and knowledge. Smith explains that 
in general, people do not know how to behave and ignores things until they obtain  information about the 
activities.. Lack of knowledge about culture and heritage among local communities, particularly youth in 
villages are influenced by the modern technology on the internet.  
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Nowadays, youths are the main driving force behind social change and economic development, not 
only in cultural landscape in tourism but also in every aspect of life. The main problem  being faced today 
is to sustain youth interest and activity in the cultural landscape in tourism. The perception and 
knowledge of young people are important to know the way of youth think and perceive the cultural 
landscape in tourism destinations. 
5.0 Conclusion 
Cultural landscape  can be  as one of the most substantial studies in recent years. The study of cultural 
landscapes identifies the appearance of areas to understand processes that are effecting a landscape and 
meanings in the human features of the landscape. Moreover, the cultural sustainability is important to 
create a sustainable rural development and preserve the cultural values for future generations. Cultural 
landscape tourism strategies would help to ensure the sustainability of culture in tourism activities and 
youth can learn cultural landscape knowledge in their daily lives. Moreover, youth's perception on 
cultural landscape tourism should be taken towards  sustainable living in Homestay Programme sites. 
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